
LGBTIQ+ COMMUNITY IN UGANDA

STATEMENT ON ACCUSATIONS OF SUPPORTING POLITICAL SUBVERSION AND THE 
OPPOSITION.

We the LGBTIQ+ community in Uganda declare that we hold a non-partisan group entity and are 
variantly partisan as is the right of every Ugandan to choose their political affiliation or party 
membership. We are a section of the Ugandan society who’s primary concern is our social, political and 
economic wellbeing in terms of being able to enjoy our rights as fellow Ugandans. We do not as a group 
entity, support any one political party. In fact, individual LGBTIQ+ persons will be differently affiliated 
to a political party or ideology of their choice as is Constitutionally allowed and provided. The service 
organizations that support our wellbeing are also equally non-partisan, recognizing that our only mandate 
is to serve our members and clients with the services that they need. We therefore find accusations from 
any politician that we are associatively supporting particular opposition political ideologies as a vague, 
unsubstantiated and bogus claim.

These accusations have led to our community to be treated suspiciously and with contempt by 
government. During the campaigns leading up to the recently concluded presidential elections, several 
politicians have directly accused the LGBTIQ+ community in Uganda of sponsoring the opposition and 
of being responsible for the instability that ensued during the campaign period. We would like to 
categorically declare that we as a community have never been associated with the opposition in any 
special way. Any association with any political party candidate or party is a personal decision made by 
any given Ugandan. We are able to work under and with any government or party that comes into power, 
for as long as our rights and human beings are respected.

As result of the accusations and counter accusations by political players within the geopolitical space, it 
has been revealed that the international community is considering putting in place sanctions against the 
Government of Uganda for human rights violations that happened during the election period.We and the 
organizations that represent us, are committed to working for the wellbeing of ALL Ugandans in terms of 
human rights. This includes all persons who will be affected by the ramifications of such a move. As we 
condemn any human rights violations directed against anyone, by anyone, in the same breath we caution 
against any rash decision by development partners to cut aid or impose any form of sanctions that will 
lead to the suffering of the ordinary Ugandan, including LGBTIQ+ ones. Uganda is still recovering from 
the adverse effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and among the persons most affected by the pandemic is 
the LGBTIQ+ community. Therefore, we would rather prefer that diplomatic avenues be pursued to solve 
this unfortunate stalemate.

While we agree with many of the observations and resolutions that have been adopted in response to the 
national elections as well as the increased violations of human rights, we would like to categorically make 
our stand known on some of the issues that we believe will tremendously affect our community if they are 
implemented without further review and amendment.



1. We condemn the ongoing violation of human rights in Uganda. The Constitution grants every 
Ugandan the freedoms of association, expression, speech, fair representation and assembly to 
mention but a few.  Therefore, the use of arbitrary arrests to enforce fear, suspension of CSOs and 
the use of COVID-19 as reason to violate the rights of citizens is nothing but regrettable and this, 
we condemn in the strongest way possible. 

2. We strongly disagree with the call for aid cuts to Uganda. As a community, our organizational 
programs greatly rely on the support rendered to us by the international community. These are the 
very programs that benefit the grassroots LGBTIQ+ persons as they run HIV/AIDS initiatives, 
economic empowerment projects and psychological and mental well bring programs. These are 
the foundational schemes that have enabled so many gender and sexual minorities in Uganda to 
keep the course and hope for a future where we will no longer be treated as outcasts. Aid cuts will 
not only erase most of the work we have done over the years, but will also create a catastrophe 
within the LGBTIQ+ community.

3. We encourage the Uganda Government to work closely with the LGBTIQ+ community and its 
representative organizations in health, economic wellbeing and human rights  programs and for 
the purpose of a trusted and cooperative relationships to avoid unnecessary suspicions in future.  

For God and Our Country

We, the LGBTIQ+ community
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